& 


The New Jersey 


Temperance News 





Volume IX 


January-February 1952 


Number 1 





DR. ROBERT G. LEE 


PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL TEMPER- 
ANCE LEAGUE, INC., AND IMMEDIATE 
PAST PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN 
BAPTIST CONVENTION, SAYS: 


REV. ROBERT G. LEE, PH.D., D.D., LL.D., LITT.D. 


‘*We should be as much concerned and take as 
effective measures to keep beer out of and 
away from military training camps of the United 
States of America as we would be to keep the 
scourge of yellow fever or the plague of small- 
pox out and away from the military training 
camps. 

‘‘We could just as wisely scatter disease 
germs in our military training camps as to put 
beer in or nearby. Let us see to it that beer and 
liquor are kept out of our military training camp 
areas if the universal military training law 
should be adopted.’’ 








NOTICE! 
ANNUAL CONVENTION 


The Forty-fourth annual convention of the 
Temperance League of New Jersey will be held 
in the Second Presbyterian Church, Newark on 
February 6, starting at 4 P.M. At this hour the 
Board of Trustees will hold their annual busi- 
ness meeting, which will be open to all in- 
terested persons. Following this, the new sound 
film, ‘‘Figure The Odds’’ will be shown and 
several speakers will be heard briefly. Dinner 
will be served at 6:30 P.M. to those who may 
have made reservations. The evening popular 
assembly, at 8:00 P.M. will hear the Rev. 
Leonard J. Priestley, Superintendent of the 
Temperance League of West Virginia. Music 
will enliven and inspire the various sessions. 
A large attendance of interested people is 
hoped for. 


WHY HIDE? 


The fact that places where alcoholic 
beverages are sold and imbibed are almost 
without exception dimly lighted and screened 
from public view is readily observed. This is 
very interesting and significant. Normally, 
people do not conceal what they are proud of, 
or what they think will win approval. Why are 
booths with tables and seats preferred so dim, 
and obscure even from others in the same room? 
Why have the proceedings invisible from the 
sidewalk? Is there, by any chance, something 
here disreputable and to be ashamed of? Do 
some of those present wish to be anonymous? 

The greatest Teacher of any age taught 
that some love darkness ‘‘because their works 
are evil’’. Such are condemned by their own 
consciences, evidently. 
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WHEN IS PATIENCE NOT A VIRTUE? 


The public press states that, ‘‘It is diffi- 
cult enough for people to send their sons and 
husbands to war without knowing that it is 
making drunkards out of them’’. ($10,000,000 
worth of beer for men serving overseas in 
1950! Whose money? Money squeezed from all 
of us, sometimes by dishonest tax-gatherers.) 

And it is hard to have them sent into 
battle or into the air by officers whose judg- 
ment is befuddled by drink. It will never be 
known how many of us owe the loss of splendid 
sons, the nation’s best, to alcohol which they 
did not drink! 


ALSO FROM THE PUBLIC PRESS 


‘‘The Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board 
is stocking up with $50,000,000 of liquor to 
meet anticipated Christmas and New Year busi- 
ness’’. Is this liquor control? Or is it promotion? 
How many happy home-circles can you make 
unhappy for $50,000,000? 

But throw no scorn at Pennsylvania. Where 
are the innocent? In West Virginia, when liquor 





was still rationed, the ‘‘Control’’ Board liberal- 
ized the ration for the holiday season; presum- 
ably to provide adequately for a bang-up cele- 
bration of the festival of Christ’s birth. 

Yet what should we expect? “‘The wicked 
walk on every side, when the vilest men are 
exalted’”’, Psalms 19-8. 


ATTENTION! 
MINISTERS AND LAY LEADERS! 


Doubtless many churches will soon be 
giving consideration to their financial budgets 
for the year ahead. At such a time those whose 
concem is aroused over the calamity of drink 
will give thought to placing the Temperance 
League of New Jersey in their annual budgets. 
Some churches, Sunday schools and societies 
have already done so. We thank God for every 
group that gives even small sums faithfully. 
May no one of them slacken in zeal to continue 
such help. 

For the League to be able to function 
effectively and to increase its service to the 
churches, the schools and the state, it is 
needful that many more churches accept a 
definite measure of responsibility. An in- 
creasing number of individual men and women 
have been coming forward to do this, personally. 

Almost any church, by pooling the re- 
sources of its Sunday school and other groups, 
can give to this work the equivalent of $2.00 
a month. Many others would not wish to do 
less than double that much. And, of course, 
there are a great number of churches which 
would give in three figures, if their concern 
were aroused and directed. We hope soon to re- 
port finding the first ten in each group. Already 
the three classes are each represented on our 
list of supporting churches. 

Brethren, let us face this issue together! 


Deaths from alcoholism are the least of 
the harm alcohol causes. It is the constant 
and severe interference with human relations 
which is responsible for the major damage of 
alcohol to society today. 

--Dr. Haven Emerson 
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IMPORTANT! 
U.M.T. HEARING JANUARY 9, 1952 


Word has just come that there will be a 
one-day hearing before the House Armed Ser- 
vices Committee on the Universal Military 
Training Bill, in Washington, January 9, 1952. 
The bill will be introduced in the House on the 
day Congress convenes, January 8. Letters 
urging the inclusion in this bill of a ban on the 
sale of beer and liquor in and around U.M.T. 
training camps should go AT ONCE to Hon. 
Carl Vinson, Chairman House Armed Services 
Committee, House Office Building, Washington, 
D. C. 


PERSONALITY 
DISORDERS . 





WE ALL PAY 


A man who never has taken a drink of any- 
thing alcoholic told me that he paid a liquor 
bill of more than $400.00 during a convention of 
educators. His customers and friends did the 
drinking at his expense. This sort of thing is 
common, Nevertheless, there are commercial 
establishments doing business into the millions 
which have never paid a cent for liquor for 
anyone. They do not need to. 





THE LEAGUE HAS MATS 


The Temperance League of New Jersey has 
a large number of mats for use in printing 
telling cartoons. Anyone who will make use of 
them may have selections of them for no charge 
except a small amount for postage. 





WEDDINGS AND DRINK 


The Baptist minister at Coldwater, Dr. 
Harold J. Hamilton, inserted an announcement 
in his church bulletin the other day to the effect 
that ‘‘under no consideration will he officiate 
at a wedding unless he receives a definite 
guarantee from the bride and groom that no in- 
toxicating drinks will be served at the wedding 
reception.”* 

He also adds that he will not officiate at a 
wedding where members of the bridal party 
need a ‘‘bracer’’ before the ceremony. He points 
out that marriage is a sacred matter and that 
to enter it with alcohol-soaked brains and 
bodies is an insult to God. 

To this Baptist minister’s declaration we 
give a hearty Methodist AMEN! There may be 
some things ministers can’t do in fighting the 
liquor traffic but there are other things they 
can do. There is no law on earth or in heaven 
that compels a minister to marry couples in an 
alcohol-saturated atmosphere. 

-From the Michigan Christian Advocate. 





HOW LONG MUST THEY WAIT? 


How long can we safely delay giving what- 
ever enlightenment concerning alcoholic drink- 
ing we are able to give to our young people who 
are in the high schools now? Must we first 
complete all the buildings we’ve dreamed of 
and pay off all our debts and get everything 
else done? If they must wait for guidance 
until money-matters are easier, what do we 
think will be happening to them in an environ- 
ment of false propaganda for profit? This 
generation of high school youth cannot wait. 
They are growing up and going out. Whatever 
is to be done for them must be done NOW. 
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SAM MORRIS RESIGNS 


From the offices of the National Tem- 
perance League, Inc. in Washington has come 
the unwelcome news that the National Director, 
since July 1, 1951, Dr. Sam Morris, has re- 
signed from that office. His resignation was 
effective on December 6, 1951. Under his 
leadership and efforts during these few months 


all debts and obligations of the National 
League have been paid and the national in- 
debtedness reduced to about $2000. _ 

His purpose in freeing himself from execu- 
tive responsibilities is to resume his private 
services to the temperance cause through radio 
and popular speaking across the nation. 

All his friends and admirers will join in 
wishing him success in his stirring ministry. 


STATEMENT OF WILBUR LA ROE, JR. 
Washington, D. C. Lawyer 
Member P arole Board, Washington, D. C. 


Liquor is eating like a cancer into the 
very soul of America, It is breaking up many 
homes, destroying thousands of lives, and is 
doing untold damage to the young men in our 
military training camps, both at home and 
abroad. 

Opinions may differ as to Universal Mili- 
tary Training, but there should be no disagree- 
ment as to the urgent need for legislation pro- 
hibiting the sale of alcoholic beverages in 
milifary camps and in the areas surrounding 
them. 

Liquor and gambling are major evils to be 
fought, and fought hard. 


Three doctors in Westchester County, New 
York, in a recent study, found that 46 per cent 
of those killed in traffic accidents during 1949 
had been drinking. They further stated that 
‘*For the most part the persons involved were 
not chronic alcoholics, but persons who hadj 
been drinking at a cocktail party or wedding, 





in a tavern or at some holiday celebration.” 


WE MUST PRAY 


‘‘Greater things are wrought by prayer than 
the world dreams of’. 

The Temperance League movement was 
founded and built by thousands of Christian 
men and women who prayed for divine guidance 
for their leaders. ‘‘Those were great days; and 
great things were accomplished. We are not 
justified in assuming that our own day is less 
fraught with great possibilities than any period 
in the past. God is still in His Heaven; but all 
is not well with the world. It never was’’. 

(Connecticut Citizen) 


A praying people will not strive in vain. 
‘*Your labor is not in vain in the Lord’’. What 
is needed is a moral and spiritual awakening. 
Repentance is essential. God will not bless 
America in her degradation. ‘‘When my people 
repent I will hear their prayers.’* Many of His 
people need to repent and turn from having to do 
with drink. 


Someone said, ‘‘The least we can do is 
pray forthe success ofthe Temperance L eague’’. 
Not at all! Praying earnestly for a cause is of 
the greatest service. It is not ‘‘the least’’. 
When enough people pray understandingly for 
us we shall succeed. God’s resources are un- 
limited. We must want this service given. A 
major part isthe sharing with our sorely tempted 
young people of the known facts, so that they 
each may wisely decide. Pray that truth may 
shine; the truth that makes men free. 


BIG BOY 


It is the so-called experienced drinker, 
the fellow that can hold his liquor like a man, 
that presents the biggest problem. 

He knows he can drive and nobody can 
convince him otherwise. In most cases he 
remains unconvinced until he is involved in a 
serious accident or kills someone. 

There is certainly no deliberate intent to 
maim, kill or wreck a car. If there is an acci- 
dent, nobody feels worse about it after it’s 
over than the driver; but who does that help? 





